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There are two sides to seeking solitude. There are 
those who are running away from something; and 
there are those who are running after something. 
The first are those who seek solitude as a relief from 
their frenetic and busy lifestyles in the city, with its 
crowds, noise, the stress of the workplace and hectic 
social life. They seek times and places for rest and 
renewal. 
 

 

Then there are those who seek solitude because they 
are running after something. Monks, nuns, and 
hermits seek solitude in order to find someone. 
My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God. 
Psalm 42:2 
Dry as a thirsty land, I reach out to you.  
Psalm 143:6 
We all know that to focus upon a particular matter, a 
certain detachment from competing interests is 
necessary, both externally and internally. So solitude 
provides that environment for this to happen in our 
desire for a more intimate relationship with God. 
 
One of the important commitments we have made as 
Brothers is to pray for the Contemplative Orders and 
the eremitical life/hermits within the church. 
 

 
Poor Clare Sisters in Lebanon 

 
From the beginning when we established our 
hermitage at Tabulam we had a significant 
relationship with the Poor Clares in Lebanon which 
over the last 23 years has grown and deepened.  
 
Other relationships have grown too, like those with 
Sister Marie Paul and the Benedictine nuns on the 
Mount of Olives in the Holy Land. 
 

 
Sister Marie Paul, creator of new & inspirational icons 



Another growing relationship is with the Carmelite nuns at 
Varroville, Sydney, Australia 

 
  
Not least is a commitment to our Benedictine 
Brothers and Sisters at Camperdown and the 
importance of their vocation and witness in the 
Anglican Church in Australia.  
 

 
Brother Geoffrey with some of our Anglican Benedictine 

monks and nuns at Camperdown, Victoria, Australia 
 

There has been significant contact with individuals 
like Sr Francine living as a solitary in the grounds of 
the community house of the Sisters of the Holy 
Name in Melbourne and Sr. Ruth Furneaux living in 
a hermitage in Wales, U.K. 

 
Sr Ruth’s Hermitage in Wales 

All these relationships have been helped with the 
exchange of letters, newsletters, photographs and the 
development of personal relationships between us 
and them. Informally we have created a network of 
people and places which encourages us and them in 
a vocation little understood by most people in the 
church and the wider society. 
 
 

GUEST COTTAGE 
OR 

HERMITAGE FOR GUESTS! 
 

In this last year we changed the name of the Guest 
Cottage to Hermitage for Guests. 
In one sense it seems insignificant but in another 
sense it is symbolic of the deepening of our vocation 
to the Franciscan eremitical life. This is best 
articulated in our Charism Document: As Brothers, 
we seek in our fragile human condition to live 
simply the Rule written by St. Francis for 
Hermitages. 
 

 
Our Hermitage for Guests 

 

This vocation began in a physical and tangible way 
when we came to Tabulam 23 years ago, but each of 
us recognises that its origin lies much deeper in our 
vocation previous to that event, as Brothers within 
SSF. There are no other groups, or places, within the 
worldwide Anglican Church, that set out to live the 
Rule for Hermitages, which was written by Francis 
himself. However we have had wonderful 
confirmation through things that have happened of 
Our Lord’s love and guidance in our calling. 
 
Another significance of the name change to 
Hermitage for Guests is that it clearly identifies the 
purpose of the building and the reason why 
individuals come and have time with us. From the 
beginning we were very clear that it was to be 



purpose-built for one person, though on exceptional 
occasions a second bed can be placed in the room. 
Like us, and with us, the visitor embraces our way 
of life, where we seek to deepen our relationship 
with God through prayer, manual work, community, 
and times of being alone in our hermitages. St. 
Francis said that a hermitage was to have 3 or at the 
most 4 Brothers. With the three of us permanently 
called to this way of life, the visitor in one sense 
makes the fourth brother, whether male or female. 
 

 
One of the many guests to use the Hermitage: 

Bishop Graeme Rutherford helps in removing rocks. 
 

 
A long standing friend and visitor to the hermitage, 

Sister Patsy Grundy, a Presentation nun. 
 

GIFTS & FRUIT  
 

We live in the foothills of the Great Dividing Range, 
and Sam, the fruit man at the Summit, has a shop 
which is about a two hour drive from us at the top of 
the mountains. Sam has been very generous in 
providing fruit for jam-making by Brother Howard. 
The jam is sold in parishes to generate a small but 
important income. 

 

 
Brother Howard checking new batch of marmalade 

 
In one of those discursive conversations we have 
with Sam, we mentioned that Brother Geoffrey was 
looking for a male goat/ buck for our little flock of 
goats. Being a local, his knowledge extends to 
owners of goats, and he mentioned an elderly couple 
who collected unsaleable fruit from him for their 
goats, and who would know as much as anyone 
about local goat breeders. 
 
The next part of the story we found remarkable.  
We contacted Henry and Lenore Hall and arranged a 
visit. During our time with them, it was clearly 
obvious how much Henry and Lenore loved their 
goats. But as they are getting on in age, they had 
decided to reduce their many farming activities. The 
buck was a gentle giant, almost like a small pony in 
size, and when they put a halter on him, it was his 
strength that determined who led who! 
 

 
Brother Geoffrey, the goat herder, with his pride and joy - 

the new buck, Gabriel. 
 



Even though he was a purebred Anglo-Nubian and 
worth a lot of money, they were not interested in 
selling him, but that he went to a good home. So we 
left with our hearts full of gratitude, not only for a 
magnificent buck, but also a doe called Ginger 
Meggs and her two kids. And with a deep sense of 
appreciation for Henry and Lenore, who thought 
more about the well-being of their animals than the 
mighty dollar.  
�

LONG STANDING CRITIC OF THE 
CHURCH & RELIGION 

 

Doug Smedley flew Lancaster bombers as a member 
of the Royal Australian Air force during the Second 
World War. When he returned to civilian life, he 
tried his hand at a variety of jobs and projects but 
eventually went back to flying, first with a company 
in Australia and then with one overseas. 

 
Doug was brought up in a Catholic family and had 
some very bad experiences of the church, the last of 
which was his mixed marriage to Jean, an Anglican. 
Coupled with his experience of the war and the role 
that religion played on both sides, understandably, 
he had no time for any church or religion in general. 
 

To his chagrin his son, Wayne, at the age of 15 
years, through getting to know an Anglican priest 
Rev. Owen Dykes and his wife Vera, entered the life 
of the church.  At the same time a friendship grew 
with a Catholic nun, Sister Mercedes, and the Sisters 
of St. Joseph RSJ and the discovery of the Religious 
Life. It was beyond Doug’s comprehension when 
Wayne, at the age of twenty, entered the Franciscan 
Order in the Anglican Church and became Brother 
Wayne. 
 

Twenty years later in 1987 when Brother Wayne, 
Brother Geoffrey and Brother Howard set out to 
establish the Hermitage at Tabulam, with no money 

or support from their Order, Doug made it 
financially possible, combined with money from 
Brother Geoffrey’s grandfather’s estate. 
 
Even though Doug financially supported the 
Brothers in buying the land, it seemed an impossible 
dream. The land in the foothills of the Great 
Dividing Range was described by the locals as, 
rubbish country where even the wallabies take their 
picnic lunch. It had no fences, no buildings, nothing, 
and the first building on the land was in fact a 
borrowed tent that leaked. 
 

However, it captured Doug’s imagination as he 
watched the Brothers struggle with no financial 
back-up, slowly but steadily fencing, establishing a 
garden and fruit trees and doing their own building. 
There were many difficulties, but at these times the 
Brothers experienced Jesus’ love and care for them 
in their need.  
 

Over the years Doug visited and joined in various 
projects, but never understood why the Brothers 
would stop work to go and pray. He never joined in 
the Divine Office and felt uncomfortable with Grace 
at mealtimes. None of this deterred Doug from his 
commitment and admiration to the enterprise. And 
gradually he felt more comfortable with the prayer 
dimension of the Brother’s life. 
 

Doug left his funeral arrangements to his family and 
they decided on a Family Gathering. The Brothers 
offered the Hermitage for the Gathering which was 
gladly welcomed. At the beginning of the Family 
Gathering, the Brothers invited Wayne’s two family 
brothers, Geoffrey and Peter and his sister Christine, 
along with other members of family and friends, to 
join in their Office of Commendation for the 
Departed.  All joined the Brothers and it was a 
moving and simple service where the Departed 
irrespective of their relationship with the church is 
commended to the profound love and mercy of: 

Jesus, Son of Man, Jesus, Son of God. 
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www.franciscanhermitage.org 

 
A Religious Order in the Anglican Church in the 

contemplative tradition. Protector: Bishop Godfrey Fryar. 


