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On the 1st September this year we celebrate 
our 21st Anniversary of the purchase of the 
land which enabled us to establish a hermitage 
and the Little Brothers of Francis. 
 
The calling had a much longer gestation and 
for each of us reaches back to when we were 
Brothers in the Society of St. Francis. 
 
When we withdrew from SSF and left 
Brisbane we remained in vows as Brothers and 
with the consent of Chapter placed ourselves 
under the care of Bishop Bruce Schultz, the 
bishop of Grafton diocese. 
 
Four years later we were able to meet the 
requirements of the Advisory Council and be 
recognised as an independent Religious Order 
in our own right. This process was helped by 
the support of Brother Daniel, the Provincial 
Minister of SSF in the Council, and by the fact 
that we had all been Brothers for a long time. 
 
 

ABRAHAM AND FAITH JOURNEY 
 
God called Abraham when he was 75 years old 
to leave his native land, family and friends and 
go to another country. We felt like Abraham 
being called to leave all that was familiar and 
set out on a journey. It was a very painful and 
difficult decision but each of us was convinced 
it was the right decision and 21 years later we 
feel confident it was. 
�

�
 
We began in the tent above which had been 
given to us on loan for there was nothing on 
the property - not even a fence. 
Like so many of the faith journeys we read 
about in the scriptures or in the history of the 
church, we experienced the wonderful 
providence of God when we stepped out in 
trust. 
 
From a practical point of view, right from the 
beginning, it should not have worked. We 
were given $600 each to begin this journey. 
This was not enough to even provide for our 
accommodation when we pooled together to 
pay a deposit on a flat and a month’s rent, let 
alone think of buying land. 
 
It would take another edition to tell the whole 
story of how God provided for us through 
finding the right land, and of the generosity of 
friends and family that made the purchase of it 
possible. 



ONE-STEP-AT-A-TIME 
 

There have been many challenges, significant 
events and turning points in the last 21 years 
that have shaped and formed us as the Little 
Brothers of Francis. I want to share some of 
the elements of faith that have been the life 
and breath of our journey as brothers in Christ 
and in the vision of establishing a simple 
hermitage in the Australian bush. 
 

Having nowhere to live and not enough money 
to secure rented accommodation, Brother 
Wayne’s mother Jean came to the rescue. Jean, 
who had a crippling disability with arthritis 
and needed an ever greater management of 
care, generously offered the use of her house 
and one spare room that she had in Toowong 
Brisbane. 
 

 
Br. Wayne with Jean and some of her pills! 

 

 
Brothers Howard & Geoffrey  

at Jean’s house 
 
It was under this small old Queensland style 
house on stilts in the midst of stored and 
broken furniture, lawn mower and garden tools 
that we had our first official meeting as a 
community.  

 
 

It was in these meager circumstances back in 
1987 the three of us began a journey of trust 
and faith that would eventually mould the 
three of us into what we are today. 
 
I can remember our excitement when we all 
agreed on our official name, Little Brothers of 
Francis. This name, like many other formative 
decisions along the way, just seemed right and 
organic and I believe a true leading of the 
Holy Spirit. It is not surprising that, in our 
formation as a Franciscan Hermitage over 
21 years, the name we have given ourselves 
has stood the test of time and I believe still 
captures the spirit of who we are as a 
community of brothers and how we fit into the 
greater Franciscan movement. 
 
There was no business plan in establishing 
ourselves back in 1987, no investments, in fact 
no money! Indeed if one tried to play it safe in 
planning the future we would never have 
started. The only capital the three of us shared 
and had accrued over our former years was a 
desire and will to follow Christ and the 
conviction that we were being called to love 
him in the best way that we knew how by 
forming ourselves into a praying community in 
the Australian bush. From the beginning it was 
to be a fraternity in which prayer took priority 
and centre stage, in which Jesus was to be 
loved, worshipped and adored for himself.  
 
As we have lived out our calling the essential 
principles have not changed but there has been 
the unfolding of our life together with greater 
clarity. An example of this has been the 
importance of the Franciscan Rule for 
Hermitages written by St. Francis which we 
have adopted as one of the five important 
sources of inspiration. 
 
What lies beyond in the next 21 years we have 
learnt is best left in God’s unfolding plan. But 
I believe that the burning desire for Christ that 
was all important from the beginning will not 
diminish but acquired a greater depth as we 
seek to live out our journey of faith one-step-
at-a-time. 
 
 



DO WE SHAPE OUR ENVIRONMENT 
OR DOES IT SHAPE US? 
 
Reflecting on 21 years of interaction with the 
environment at Eremophila has been a very 
interesting experience. Perhaps what is most 
striking is the way in which this land, its wild 
life, fauna, and the climate has formed us. 
 
From the beginning we have responded to its 
imperatives. For example, the siting of the 
community buildings was determined by four 
main factors – accessibility from the road, the 
proximity of the very large waterhole on the 
creek, an area of good soil close to the creek 
suitable for a garden and orchard and 
appropriate sites for building. 
 
Although the absence of buildings on the land 
made life arduous, it has meant that we’ve 
been able to build for specific purposes rather 
than adapt existing buildings. It has also 
encouraged us to build in harmony with the 
site by making good use of the abundant stone 
on the property. 
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Our sheep and goats have an important part to 
play in our lives. They enrich our lives as 
much-loved friends and companions. They 
contribute to bushfire protection by grazing in 
certain areas of the understory of the forest. 
Our goats and sheep also contribute to our 
table and manure for the garden.  
 
Living in a forested location has brought us 
into a very close relationship with the local 
wildlife. At the beginning there were a few, 
vary wary, rock wallabies. Now that they 
know us, with generations growing up 
unafraid of us, they are totally integrated in 
living with us. The numbers have grown with 

plenty of grazing among the fruit trees and 
being protected from predators. 
 

 
 
At evening when Brother Wayne feeds the 
sheep a little grain, the wood-ducks and 
wallabies demand a handout. Brother Howard 
shares his hermitage with tiny pipistrelle bats 
(mouse bats – 3” or 70mm) that swoop over 
his bed on leaving for the evening. Brother 
Geoffrey among other things has a shy bird, a 
tree-creeper bird nest under his verandah. 
 
Not only have we learned to live alongside the 
animals of the bush, but we have the privilege 
of living in a wonderful garden of native plants. 
In early summer the creek is a river of gold 
with the flowers of the water gums, and can be 
a river of scarlet when the bottlebrushes are in 
flower. 
 

 
 
Our outdoor refectory is set in a forest of a rare 
ti-tree like shrub that is home to a host of little 
birds especially wrens, robins and honey eaters. 

 
 



FRIENDS 
From the beginning we have been richly 
blessed with friends who have been with us 
every step of the way. People like Wendy 
Fisher, Fr. Jim Warner, Pam & John 
LeCouteur, Sandy Siddle, Doug Smedley, 
Brother Gilbert SSM, Maxine Wolff, Shirley 
Philpot, Bishop Bruce & Jan Schultz, Tias 
Muurlink, Fr. Bruce Maughan, Mother Eunice 
SSA, Fr. Austin Day to name a few who have 
helped us with their friendship, practical, 
financial and prayer support. 
 
Maxine Wolff and Fr. Dennis Claughton, 
Rector of St. John’s Fremantle W.A., formed 
the first support group for the Brothers with its 
primary focus of raising badly-need funds and 
a prayer commitment for us. 
 

Canon Bruce 
Maughan, on one of 
his many visits, 
suggested the 
creation of a 
network of people 
and groups with an 
underpinning 
constitution. Out of 
the discussions that 
followed with the 

Brothers the creation of the Friends of the 
Little Brothers arose. 
 
The following principles resulted from those 
discussions and were seen as at the core of the 
Friends: 
 

As a Friend of the Little Brothers of Francis I 
value and support the witness of the 
Contemplative Orders within the Church, and 
the Little Bothers of Francis in particular. 
 

I do this by developing my own prayer life and 
by supporting the Brothers in the following 
ways, as circumstances allow: 
 

to prayerfully support the Brothers at the 
Franciscan Hermitage, Eremophila, at 
Tabulam, and any other foundations that the 
Brothers may make. 

 

by joining them in the Liturgy of the Hours, 
using the LBF Offices. 

 

by actively promoting awareness of the Little 
Brothers of Francis and to witness to the 
charism and spirituality of the Brothers. 

 

by promoting and encouraging vocations to 
the Religious Life of the Church and using 
the Prayer for Religious Life on Fridays, in 
union with the Brothers. 

 

by supporting the Brothers with financial and 
practical help, and undertaking works, 
activities, and fund-raising ventures to 
provide facilities and resources for the 
Brothers. 

 

by making opportunities for fellowship with a 
group of Friends in worship and prayer, and 
in learning together.  

 

There are now members in Queensland, New 
South Wales, Western Australia and Victoria. 
One of the exciting developments has been the 
establishment of a vibrant group of Friends in 
Christchurch, New Zealand.  

 
Some of the Friends in Christchurch 

Fr. Jim McKenna who was the first president 
and important catalyst in the formation of the 
group is, in September, handing the leadership 
over to Ian Lothian.  Brother Wayne will be 
going to Christchurch to inaugurate the new 
president and spend time with individual 
members. Canon Bruce Maughan, the founder 
and first president of the Friends, is handing 
the office of president in Australia over to 
Julianne Horsfield. Not that it’s about numbers 
but about small committed groups and 
individuals. 
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PO Box 162, Tabulam, NSW    2469 
mailbag@franciscanhermitage.org  

www.franciscanhermitage.org  

A Religious Order in the Anglican Church in the 
contemplative tradition.  

Protector: Bishop Godfrey Fryar 


